August 19, 2025
Contributing to the Restoration of the Terrace Houses, one of the Iconic Structures of Ephesus Ancient City
Cengiz Holding’s Cultural Heritage Support for Ephesus
Cengiz Holding, one of the leading companies in value-added industry, is adding another initiative to its vision of protecting and passing down our country’s cultural heritage to future generations. Through its subsidiary Eti Bakır, the company has so far supported the excavations of Çanakkale İnkaya Cave, Samsun İkiztepe, and Elazığ Salkaya Mosaic, and now it is contributing to the restoration of the courtyard and kitchen areas of the Terrace Houses, one of the symbolic structures of Ephesus Ancient City.
As one of Türkiye’s largest industrial companies, Cengiz Holding continues its vision of contributing to the preservation of cultural heritage without interruption. Following its support for the excavations at Çanakkale İnkaya Cave, Samsun İkiztepe, and Elazığ Salkaya Mosaic, the company is now providing support for the restoration of the courtyard and kitchen sections of the Terrace Houses, one of the symbolic structures of Ephesus Ancient City. Located in the heart of Ephesus, which stood out as a significant settlement during the Ionian, Roman, and Byzantine civilizations for its religious, cultural, and commercial importance, these areas will be taken into restoration with Cengiz Holding’s contribution.
THE LARGEST WALL PAINTING COMPLEX IS BEING PRESERVED
Located in the heart of Ephesus Ancient City, the Terrace Houses host a unique treasure of art dating back to the Roman Imperial Period. The wall paintings found here are not only the largest wall painting complex in Asia Minor but also stand out as an important heritage that brings the artistic and cultural richness of the era into the present day. With the support of Cengiz Holding, comprehensive steps will be taken to preserve these wall paintings.
Within the scope of the restoration works at the Terrace Houses, a four-person team of experts will carry out 12 weeks of work in the courtyard area, while a two-person team will conduct six weeks of work in the kitchen area. The first goal will be to reinforce the paintings and the plaster layers underneath. Previous insufficient or incorrect interventions will be corrected to restore the works to their original state. Surfaces will be carefully cleaned of dirt, dust, and harmful elements, revealing as much of the original materials as possible. Missing parts will be filled with lime mortar in harmony with the texture of the work, and all retouching will be performed using modern methods that can be reversed in the future. This entire process will be supported by scientific analyses and detailed documentation.
Cengiz Holding’s subsidiary Eti Bakır also continues to support excavations at Çanakkale İnkaya Cave, Samsun İkiztepe, and Elazığ Salkaya Mosaic through its “We Extract All the Treasures Underground” program.

